The irregular pyrexia persisted, and the patient sweated profusely at night. A needle was inserted' into the right base on three occasions with negative result. The physical signs in the lungs remained much the same, and though a blood culture taken onAugust 28 proved sterile, it was thought it might be a case of delayed resolution with pneumococcal' septicaemia, as no tubercle bacilli were found in the sputum.
As he continued to lose flesh and the night sweatsand pyrexia persisted, it was thought it might be a case of acute pneumonic phthisis, especially as some' crepitation became audible over the apex of the right lower lobe. Both Von Pirquet's and Calmette's reaction for tuberculosis were positive, which seemed to confirm the diagnosis. 
